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cannot desert Malaviyaji, no matter where I find him for the
time being. For, I consider you to be a man of Truth. You have
left in me the impression that you are too cultured to do anything
wrong, knowing it to be such.

The Story of My Life, Vol. I, p. 524

80.   SPEECH AT LEADERS' CONFERENCE, BOMBAY*
January 15, 1922
MR.   CHAIRMAN AND  FRIENDS,
It is quite proper that Mr. N. V. Gokhale should ask three
or four questions.   He has asked those questions and I think   I
should render full explanation of what part I have taken in assis-
ting the Committee to frame these resolutions.  You will see there
are not many vital changes in the resolutions as they were read
to you yesterday.   The Conference should remember that I do
not propose to be a party to the resolutions of this Conference and
so far as I am concerned, the non-co-operators also will not be-
come parties.   ("Hear, hear.")    They will not take part in the dis-
cussion either.  I am humbly of opinion that it is the special prero-
gative and duty of those who are not non-co-operators to consi-
der fully the bearings of these resolutions and to accept them or
to reject them as they choose.   I defined the functions of non-
co-operators yesterday and I repeat every word of what I said
yesterday, and their function is this, namely, of advisers; but they
do not identify themselves with these resolutions.   That does not
mean that they do not hold any opinion about these resolutions.
They do certainly hold an opinion about these resolutions.  There
are certain things which the non-co-operators are called upon to
do in the event of certain contingencies.   Personally, I may ex-
plain to you what the -attitude of the non-co-operators will be with
reference to the obligations that these resolutions seek  to   im-
pose upon them.   With reference to the first resolution, I have
absolutely nothing to say beyond what I said yesterday.   I say it
remains intact.
1 According to The Hindu, 17-1-1922, the Committee appointed by the Con-
ference on January 14 had met on January 15 before the resumption of the
Conference and Gandhiji had attended this meeting "as an adviser and un-
officially". The Conference resumed its session at 6 p.m. and this speech, taken
from The Hindu, 18-1-1922, was published under the description "full text of
Mahatma Gandhi's speech".